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How To; - Simple Earrings
You will need: -

A selection of beads
Headpins
Ear Hook Wires or other ear fittings
Jump Rings

Bead Mat
Side Cutters
Snipe (Chain) Nosed Pliers
Round Nosed Pliers

Step 1 - Plan your Earrings
 Plan out your design - have a selection of 
beads available, and try arranging them in different 
combinations on a series of spare headpins. Think 
about how the beads will work together. You may need beads with smaller 
holes to go at the base of the headpins, as beads with larger holes will drop 
straight off. 

Decide what effect you’d like, you can hang a single drop from an earring, 
or several pins can hang together from one earring. You can fill the pins up 
with several beads, or you can just have one or two beads on a pin, you can also choose to 
leave the bare wire of the pin above your bead/s or to trim it down so that the loop will be 
directly above your beads. You could also add in a chain between the dangle and the ear 
hook (using jump rings), for a wide variety of styles and lengths.

Arrange your beads on the pins and group them together into pairs of earrings to see how 
they might work. It is easy to change the beads around if they don’t work how you expected 
when you lay them out in this way.

You need to leave at least 1cm of the headpin above the beads to create a loop, but you can 
leave more if you want for a longer drop.

Step 2 - Make a Loop
 Trim the pins down if needed. Remember to cut all the pins for each pair of earrings 
before you start making loops, so you can easily keep the pairs the same.

Use your round nose pliers to create a loop in the top of the pin.
Grip the very end of the wire, about half way down your pliers. Use your free hand to hold 
the wire gently against the bottom jaw of the pliers.
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Turn your hand with the pliers a quarter turn away from you to 
start the loop, then hold the wire still, open the pliers and turn 
them back to the start, to grip the wire 
again. Turn your pliers away from you again 
to continue the loop. 

Repeat this winding motion again if needed. 
It should just take two or three moves to 

curl the wire down until the tip meets the stalk or 
slightly overlaps it, creating a wire shape like a ‘p’.

To help the drop hang neatly, you can straighten 
the loop. Use the tips of the pliers to grip the loop 

and in a very small movement make a corner here 
to centre the loop on the stalk – changing from a ‘p’ 

to a lollipop shape, which will allow your bead to hang 
straighter.

Getting the loops right can take practice, so if they are 
new to you – get a stock of cheap wire or headpins and 
practice, cut open any you aren’t pleased with so that 
you can re-use the beads.

You may need to re-adjust the loop back and forth to ensure it is fully 
closed and centred.

Step 3 - Connect Together
 Once all your pins have loops at the top, you are ready to attach 
them to your earrings. Any style of earring fitting (hooks, studs, clip-ons 
etc) can be used so long as there is a loop to attach the dangles to. 
The simplest way to link together is to open the loop on your ear fitting 
and link this into the loop/s on your dangle/s directly.

If you prefer, or the loop on your ear fitting is too small to hang several 
different drops from it, use a jump ring to connect the drops to the 
earring. Don’t open the link on the ear finding or the beads. Pick up a 
jump ring and open this, link it into the drops and the ear fitting, then 
close it securely.

Opening / Closing Loops and Jump Rings
 When opening jump rings, or the loops of ear findings, grip both 
sides of the loop in pliers (or your fingers), and twist the sides of the 
loop sideways away from each other - like a swing door – always open like this by twisting 
to the side, rather than stretching the loop open. This helps to keep an even round shape to 
the loop and makes it easier to close up again. 

Only open the loop as far as you need to – the less you move it to open it, the easier it will 
be to close it up neatly again. Close the ring in the same way until the ends meet tightly 
and are flush. When you close a loop or jump ring, there should not be a gap in the loop. 
Adjust the loop back and forth until the ends meet tightly.


